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in one way, will perchance pronounce the very con-
trary decision the next. In what sense, then, can
it be said that the individual reason is the final
test of truth? Surely, if it be so, there can be no
real test at all; for that can hardly be esteemed a
test which varies with every mind; which leads
different men of equal powers into the most oppo-
site conclusions; which even fails to keep the same
person steady to the same points through any long
course of years; and which, if we only make a suffi-
cient induction, will be found to give in its verdict
to every possible set of opinions, however extrava-
gant or however contradictory. Experience, there-
fore, seems to give the most positive denial to the
subjective test for the validity of our knowledge,
proving, that if the individual reason be the best
we have to offer, then, alas! we must despair of
certitude altogether, and stand powerless before the
sarcasms of the sceptic.

Not only does experience, however, bring us to
this conclusion, but a due analysis of the human
mind, and of the process by which our knowledge
must be acquired, leads us, it is said, to the very same
result. The human understanding, however beau-
tiful an instrument of research it be when viewed
abstractedly, yet, when regarded in its concrete
reality, is always seen encompassed with a vast
amount of hindrances and perturbations. Nothing,
perhaps, to take a simple illustration, can be more
perfect in itself than the human form. Taken as
the type of humanity, it combines in itself the most